MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 1st July 2025 
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	 L Stephenson (Chair), V Godden, Ms T Robinson, Mrs J-A Taylor, Mrs L Williams,  Ms S Wilkinson-Hargate, J Hill & L Coleman.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs McCord & C Robinson & WNC Cllr Dabbs.
COUNCIL MATTERS
NCALC had advised that a Climate & Nature Champion was required to represent each Council in matters relating to the climate, nature & the environment.  Paperwork to be circulated. 
Declaration of Interest: None.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 3.6.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm, Closed 7.32pm.  Notes attached.
Community Items:  Cllr Williams had researched the Road Safety Community Fund and looked at solar powered speed signs for the village.  Apart from the cost c£13,000 for 4, a section 50 licence was required, also an independent project manager was needed as well as quotations, insurance and bank statement from the PC.  After discussion Councillors agreed there was speeding in the village that needed addressing, and Cllr Williams would speak to the PCSO for their suggestions.  A check would be made on school warning signs for motorists.
New Projects: Nothing further to report, the PC’s solicitors are in contact with the Recreation Centre’s solicitors.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None.
Applications approved: 
2025/1042/FULL – Yardley Gobion Recreation Centre - Provision of shipping container to be used for storage of equipment.  3 conditions.

Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: 
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary June 25 = £585.84 (paid online).
PAYE Tax & Nat Ins = £193.69 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – June 25 = £50.00 (001671).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall  – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £4.75
E.on – lighting maintenance -£170.00 + £34.00 VAT = £204.00 (paid online)
Defib4LifeLtd – Electrodes & Charge sticks x 2 - £345.16 + £69.03 VAT = £414.19 (paid online)
Playsafety Ltd – Playground inspections - £168.00 + £33.60 VAT = £201.60 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Hill.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £37.07
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £5,863.59 (26.6.25) Lloyds Deposit - £53,712.96 (26.6.25)
Coffee Pot field lease update – Solicitors were dealing.
To approve payment of legal costs incurred in dealing with land behind 53/55 Hesketh Road in the sum of £500.00 + VAT.  Cllr Stephenson proposed these be approved.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour. 

Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – The lighting column at the junction of Grafton Road with the A508 was due to be removed on 11th July.
Village Trees – A resident had reported that work had been carried out to trees at the rear of 15 High Street, but the PC was unable to take any action on this matter as nothing was visible from the road. 
Cllr Wilkinson-Hargate mentioned bushes encroaching on the pathway between Grafton Road & High Street, and also at the bottom of Grafton Road.  Cllr Coleman would speak with the landowner where the path was encroached at the bottom of Grafton Road, and the Clerk would contact the residents in High Street.

It was suggested that the planting of the new trees along the High Street at the entrance to the village be deferred as long as possible in view of the current weather.

Allotments – Cllrs T Robinson and Taylor had visited and inspected the allotments and advised most allotments were looking very good, with a lot of work taking place.  However, the condition of no 15 was still giving cause for concern as no work had been carried out for 2 seasons and the plotholder had not responded to emails from the Clerk requesting they make contact.  Cllr Stephenson proposed they been given notice to quit.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour. The Clerk was also asked to make contact with the holder of plot 17 to request they arrange for the plot to be tidied to stop weed growth affecting other plots. 
Pest control inspection report – noted.

To approve costs for purchase of new padlock costing £37.60 & repairs to gate post. The gate post moved when the gate was opened and quotations of £1,000 and £645 had been received.  Cllr Stephenson proposed the quotation in the sum of £645 from AR Landscapes be approved, subject to final approval from Cllr Taylor, together with the cost of the replacement padlock as the original had failed.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Recreation Centre – Cllr T Robinson had received the Minutes of June’s YGRC meeting.  Noted.
Village Hall – No report.
Playing fields – Cllrs had previously approved the purchase of a replacement litter bin, and a quote of £375 from AR Landscapes had been received for removing the old bin and fitting the new bin.  Cllr Stephenson proposed this be accepted.  Seconded by Cllr Coleman.  All in favour.
ROSPA report.  This has indicated that work was required to bring some of the equipment up to standard.  The Clerk would obtain quotations for this.  Cllr Williams noted that the bolts securing the advertising signs needed sanding down and |Cllr Coleman volunteered to carry this out.
Highways – Cllr Hill raised the issue of the ‘road closed’ signs that had been placed at the southern entrance to the village from the A508, giving anyone turning into the village no notice at all.  The Clerk was asked to contact WNC Highways and make an official complaint.
Mowing – Undergrowth had been noted along the footpaths between Moorend Road/Woodville Crescent/Vicarage Road & between Warren Road & Brownsfield Road.  The Moorend Road footpath was included in the mowing contract and Cllr C Robinson would be asked to remind the contractor of this, and also request a quotation for tidying up the footpath between Warren Road & Brownsfield Road along the edge of the Pocket Park.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
5th August 2025 – 7.15pm Yardley Gobion Village Hall
Parish Council Meeting

Meeting closed 8.45pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Cllr Wilkinson-Hargate mentioned that she had been approached by a resident asking whether another bench could be fitted in the village – between the Church and Eastfield Crescent.  The Clerk would take advice from WNC Highways as the only suitable position was on Chestnut Green.
Cllr Coleman spoke about the possibility of a flag and flag pole on Elm Green – this also would require permission from WNC Highways.


	


